Independent Reading Summation (Fiction)
**due by _________________**

( Your book must be approved by your teacher and be at least 100 pages long.  (
The most important factor in actually finishing a book is wanting to read it.  Still, you should keep in mind your work schedule and other factors when choosing a book. 
Instructions: Complete the following tasks carefully and thoughtfully.  Please put your heading (name, date, class period, career goal) on each page.  Give the page number in parentheses (   ) for any quotes you use.

Page 1
1. List the following three items: book title (underline it), author’s name, and number of pages in your book

2. Provide a plot summary in no more than three sentences.  

3. Write one sentence explaining how or why you chose this book.
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4. Select one theme in your book.  Describe the theme in one sentence.  (A theme is a message about life or the world that the story communicates.  For example, a theme of Cinderella might be: “Good people eventually find their reward.”)

5. Choose one quotation from the book which best illustrates the theme you selected and explain the quotation.
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6. Choose two of the main characters—the protagonist (good guy) and antagonist (bad guy) OR the protagonist and his/her foil (less developed character that helps the protagonist to standout).  Write a paragraph of characterization (what they’re like) for each, and weave in quotations from the text as evidence.

Page 4

7. In one paragraph, identify the author’s overall writing style.  For example, do her descriptions make you feel as if you are in the place being described?  Does he get right inside the mind of the main characters?  Does he/she use lots of figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification) and imagery?
8. Provide two quotations as examples of this style.  

9. In one paragraph, describe the structure of the text.  Does the author use mostly short sentences and paragraphs? Mostly long?  A variety?  How long are the chapters? Is there lots of dialogue? Does the writer use different formats (letters, for example) in her writing? How does this structure affect you, the reader?
Page 5

10. In one paragraph, give your evaluation of this book.  How well-written is it?  Would you recommend it to a friend?  What kind of person would like it?  Who would not like it?
11. “Spoiler” section: tell what happens in the end of the book—how is the conflict in the story resolved?  **** Tape on a paper flap to cover this section so that if someone doesn’t want the ending “spoiled,” they won’t see it.
Appendix
12. Attach your reading log entries for this book.  You should have at least 10 entries.

